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A Fundamental Study on a KUMIODORI script.

The Purpose of this study is to search in Okinawa for the original scenario called
Kumiodorisyu. In Okinawa According to previous studies,

Kumiodorisyu has not been clearly identified, despite the fact that many scenario have
been found, and several mechanisms of transcription scenario have been suggested.

This paper consists of five chapters.

Chapter 1 describes the necessity of studying playscripts for Kumi Odori, and explains
why a proper environment to study should be established.

Chapter 2 lists the playscripts to be studied, and presents the results after studying each
piece of work. Specifically, I divided the verses in Ryuka styles, and compared the
Shoke-hon (Shoke script) with the ohher texts. I clearly pointed out the descriptions that
are written only in Shoke-hon (Shoke script), and those written only in the othre texts as
well the descriptions that differ from each other.

Chapter 3 divides those playscripts into groups based on the results from Chapter 2. The
results show that there are two playscripts close to Shoke-hon (Shoke script): Onga-hon
(Onga script) and Nakijin-hon (Nakijin script). It also reveals that playscripts held by the
descendants of Yaeyama warriors have features indigenous to Yaeyama.

Chapter 4, I prepared a revised edition of Shiishin Kaneiri on the basis of the results of
my studies of the playscripts. This chapter also presents results from comparison with
other playscripts in a visually-apparent manner. In the newly edited text, I put the body
text of Shoke-hon (Shoke script) in the middle, and the explanations of the descriptions
written in the other texts in the top column. In the bottom column, I indicated the verses
of the other texts that have different descriptions immediately below the relevant verses,
so that the different points of descriptions from the Shoke-hon (Shoke script) text are
clear.

Chapter 5 summarizes this paper. It Basing myself on the results of my studies. I was

able to determined that variation in playscripts for Kumi Odori were attributable to the



fact that they had been transcribed with the emphasis on the meaning of the text. As a
future task, the revised edition will be refined into a complete playscript adequate for
performance, because the existing one still lacks elements that are necessary for
performance. Other pieces of work will also be examined based on the basis of the results
of this study.
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