J\EE L ERGEE DR BLOWFSE
—HHA % -

xR F+

i tam S

ARFIEIE, AR - PP - B - NE IO 4 Hilkimb 2 HEREGEO R b N E LGS 2§
DNIBROXMGE LTINS,

FRERFNESNIZIE, NI 7805106 D MRS, MPileE S & \EILEE S & O OB
e DA R 5 A EOBERENBIEDS Z LB LN INTWD, NELGE
BT, WEERRRO S SICHICNE L TWD, ZDd, NEIHEOREOFEM T, 2y - 11
B OBRERE TOEDL LEZ LRICLTWD, HICADHEMIT, HBEEOERIZEL > THED
HROH N ORINS WM ORTH Y | W E AW RBEUZIE, KBHE &M ORI ER
b, ZDOBMRITITZ, A DBETOEDS L TER L TE 7oAk A 2R & FnsTE ) i, BYA,
EM, ZOMNELOREAETERBRLTWSEDEEZ NS, AT, 5 L-AKRE
B b A 2RISR oM A VKB 2B LT N\NEILHGERORIOFREIZONWTHELET 5,
F1ETIEE, ARMBERT XA NE L EEHKGEAR VAELE] O - =8 1979)
WA STV 2R 2 ek (LT, THWik &35, ) Z4it L7, FERIz A 547 80
SEEOHW NG . NEILFEEOMR O 24T o712, = LT, WS, BEDOLE A N
a7 —<IZ LI BA 28B4 - BT 2BARCE - ERMEb I E . (WO EEOFENZ T —
~IZLIEREZ R Lo A x5 si8k (LT, [RfER) &35, ) iadbhsZ %
EELT,

F2ETIE, HEOANMEMEEZ T —~ & LR O F6 2 FOoc B B, NEILICES
THEORMMN, EOLITHNLNT, HEFEOLED LS REVWEZRILL TWVDHDEWN
IS CHEROMER « 5T & T o7, £ LT, NEIIEEEORKICEY EF b Cn 2, #&
BEZEOBNRLB GO BGEROFM L LT, BACHONON T DL EROREEZH ST L
Too HFIC, BREFHEROIIFHEA L ORBREEEE LT,

F3ETIE, HIFHM TH LA X EbLLMIERZIY B2, ffERix. EwoSmicT
—< ML E N, T OV BRSO HIE 2 - FTATEOS TiEbN S, T LT, A
FOEREEFE D FETIE, A FOHBNREREZHE (RAX, FHTINRIH, Va2 XF~<)



OBESEDOERTHERIL Tz, MIEROFIEICIX, Hix 7B & SUbo BAEORENTRD
BT, Fio. FIEROBRAEW LRSI R O, KICH DA 3 EBEOBRMN S, iR
%%@%ﬁk%ﬁ;OWT%ﬁbto
B4 EIT, MECR T 2R 5 RBA2E LT, NEILFGEORIHO/BHHIZOWTHR
L7, NEILEGRCHET 2 FHEIE, BEOAKRSC, HEKRORE, fERHFSN EE/25HE
mf%ék%x%hé TS DOFE **@ﬁékhbé%@;ﬁ LT, AR
HITH D —H T, WEHEEOLLEBE T 2 & T, A& AL ORNTILFEARD G O & Mok
WAL D, ﬂ@ﬁm@%;ti@%ilﬁé%ﬁ%ﬁ@ DL LT, MMEFME L THNWD
AiMﬁ%@E%ﬁﬁ&ﬂ*@%ﬁ% U7z, NELFEGROMY % A BRFHO S HEOFF
Ti\%®$@% WZT 25N EOFEBGE MDY ERBLOFMITRD, THOSETEIT
W2 D, D BEROMEW S A2 FKIOFM LT 2O BELRENT, LEHEADO N4 12 & > TiE
ﬂ@mw®%;ki@%ﬁ% B EHT NS D,
AWFgEIL, NELFGEOMM Z AW BERRBEUCER Lz, BERMZIZL > T, LERTR
B AR, BARCZORAIGEL SOOI B 5 EElE 2 R, N\EILHKGED E
SR, HEMRREOEY FOo—oLE2 5, £ LT, hHKix, \ELOBE~x THEEN
tE%@@%m@ﬁ%%%wT WBH O N\ E OGO BRI HREN B A FZENSC
BWERTRICBWNT, BEoBEBEEEZEF>, £, Wi, EEERO LI EES 072 B
R L, HOBEEREGECITE, B2 OBEEEZEOLIZB VT, ADDA~DORIED s~
@ﬁ&f%wﬂﬂhf%toﬂﬂ%L Lo T, F VD BARERBEIE, HFEHRDORER &
WD EREES BEGRBLOZEDA My 7 THY | ﬂi\mﬁm%®ﬂ®m% TR
W 1) T, HEEROBWE#R TS, NeEANEDaIa=r—vartExons, AD
FLBOMAIZ L > THREDL D T4 #FHRTEX L OBELBAORO—BOFIZIE, Bz 72 3RO
REORIEN A DT, BIET D ROE %12, EIFOBARHHRSFEN DA TZERE A2 D
,w@ﬁﬁﬁ%é DiﬁfﬁﬁW)}\imT}(;&@lﬁn ZBWT, RIET D STIROMEIR « BHRD =9
2. i RBEENSOT T u—FIIARTH D EE XD,



“Research involving expressions of flora in Ryukyuan songs of the
Yaeyama region”

by

Kazuko Sasaki

ABSTRACT

This research, focuses on the songs of the Yaeyama region that have been passed
on in the islands. It is clear that boundaries of flora and fauna exist due to the Watase line
of the Tokara islands, and the Hachisuka line which lies between the Ryukyu islands and
Yaeyama islands. The Yaeyama islands lie to the south of the Watase and Hachisuka lines.
Therefore, the flora mentioned in the songs are depicted based on the singers awareness of
the flora. As a result, the natural environment, folk customs, beliefs, and the climate of the
Yaeyama islands all play a role in the background of the flora in the songs. This paper
discusses the characteristics of Yaeyama songs through the expressions of those flora.

The first chapter extracts flora (referred to as “flora songs™) that were noted in the
songs listed in the “Nanto Kayo Taisei IV Yaeyama Edition” (Hokama, Miyaral979), the
main text used for this paper. The characteristics of the Yaeyama songs were analyzed
from more than eighty different varieties of flora that were extracted from the flora songs.
It is considered that flora songs could be divided into two categories: “flora songs” (human
interaction in daily life) and “rice songs”( the wish for an abundant crop).

The second chapter, analyzes examples of actual songs. Analysis was done by
figuring out which naturally grown flora from the flora songs in the Yaeyama islands were
used, and how they were used, and by what kind of thoughts were expressed by the singers.
Based on the findings, the structural characteristic of the flora expressions that were used
became clear. The relationship of the concrete expression and the enumeration form of
songs are also discussed in this chapter.

In the third chapter, the cultivated plant, rice, that is concerned with the rice
songs are discussed. Rice songs have themes that wish for the success of
harvests. Moreover, in the songs that wish for success of rice harvests, the ideal growth of
rice and the wild grasses (Japanese pampas grass, goose grass, Job's tears) are concretely
expressed. From the analysis of general rice songs, and the connection between wild
grasses and songs that look at rice, expressions and supernatural beliefs of rice farming
culture were observed.

Chapter four summarizes the characteristics of expressions in Yaeyama songs
through various consideration of the expressions that take place in flora songs. Within the
many types of song formats, utilizing flora as material for concrete expression is one kind
of song design. Concrete expression of songs that use the natural flora of the islands have
the ability to easily draw out the understanding and sympathy of people towards the songs.

Styles of songs that express feelings by concrete qualities is a universal style that



has been seen in the world of songs. In addition, by understanding natural flora that was
cultivated in the Yaeyama islands, the expressions of the thoughts and hopes that were born
from the concrete happenings in the daily lives of the Yaeyama poets, is seen as a special
characteristic of flora songs. The songs are thought of as a means of communication
between people that confirm the thoughts and sympathy of the general community which
“location” is indispensable in the tradition of oral transmission of songs. According to
memories of people over the years, orally transmitted songs that have been through many
“locations”, have a mixture of various context in one song that was orally transmitted. In
each of the contexts, expressions that occurred from the concrete happenings in daily lives
and the world of thoughts and sympathy are hidden in the back of each song. In the
research of orally transmitted songs, how one approaches the invisible meanings of songs is
necessary.
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