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(Abstract) The Structure and Body Usage of Yaeyama Dance

—In comparison with Ryukyu Dance—
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This research aims to clarify the specific characteristics of structure and body usage of Yaeyama
Dance.

Yaeyama dance consists of ritual dances as folklore art, and dances by dance studios as
performing arts. This research targets Yaeyama dance as performing arts, and focuses on the
Yaeyama dance style of Kinnou Ryu.

This dissertation consists of three chapters excluding the preface and conclusion. The first
chapter is a summary of Yaeyama dance, the second chapter discusses the structure of Yaeyama
dance, and the third chapter focuses on the body usage of Yaeyama dance.

The first chapter describes the summary of Yaeyama dance. In addition to describing the
history of Yaeyama dance, it examines the dances and styles of Yaeyama dance while clarifying
the actual status of Yaeyama dance.

Yaeyama dance can be divided into two styles, the first being the Yaeyama dance style which
mainly consists of the Kinnou Ryu style, and the other being the folklore dance style. These two
are often thought of as two different organizations, however, it is clear that from the process of
establishment they were both drawn from the same system. Next, in regards to the dances, the
survey leads to a conclusion that there are a total of 125 dances. There are 21 classsical and
standard dances of Yaecyama dance of which both styles have in common.

The second chapter clarifies the specific structure of Yacyama dance by creating a dance
choreography chart and a dance directional movement chart of the Njifa (Entrance part of the
dance), Nakaudui (Main part of the dance), and Irifa (Exit part of the dance) of dances chosen
from the 21 dances which both styles have in common.

As aresult, the dance directional movement chart for Yacyama dance consists of three types:
“Horizontal-Vertical-Horizontal”, “Horizontal-Vertical-Diagonal” and “Diagonal -Vertical-
Diagonal”. Since there are many dances with the “Horizontal-Vertical-Horizontal” pattern, it is
concluded that this is the typical dance directional movement chart of Yaeyama dance.

Next, in the dance choreography chart, an analysis from two viewpoints were conducted. The
first viewpoint is from the analysis in comparison with Ryukyu dance, and the second viewpoint

is from an analysis of the common Yaeyama dances of both Yacyama dance styles. In the analysis



from the first viewpoint, dances which share the same the subject and dance props were chosen.
The targeted dances for the male dance form were Akanma Bushi for Yaeyama dance and
Kagiyadefu for Ryukyu dance. The targeted dances for the female dance form were Kashikaki for
Yaeyama dance and Kasekake for Ryukyu dance. In Akanma Bushi and Kagiyadefu, there were
many similarities in body movement and line of movement, therefore it can be said that the whole
structure of both dances are the same.

There are similarities in the name of the dances Kashikaki and Kasekake and the dance props.
However, the structure of the dances are completely different. The major difference was the
frequency of the standing pose movement.

There were also similarities seen in the standing pose movements of the male and female dance
forms of Yaeyama dance and male dance form of Ryukyu dance.

In the analysis from the second viewpoint, the male dance forms of Agi Kunnora Bushi, Ishigaki
Kuduchi, and Takana Bushi, and the female dance forms of Uibaru Nu Shima Bushi, Uranupana
Bushi, and Ishi Nu Byobu Bushi were targets of the results. It became clear that there are many
similarities in the male and female dance form structures of Yaeyama dance.

In the third chapter, oral interviews and video analysis were conducted on body usage of
Yaeyama dance and Ryukyu dance. The targeted body movements for analysis were walking,
standing pose movement, change of direction, forward slide step, and for the female dance form
the starting movement was also analyzed.

As aresult, there are differences in where the dancer places their center of gravity and how they
use their gamaku (the part of body that connects the upper and lower portions) in Yacyama and
Ryukyu dance. It is clear that this influences the whole body usage and creates the difference. It
is regarded that in Yaeyama dance, a dancer inserts muscle into the gamaku and walks, however,
in Ryukyu dance, a dancer inserts muscle further into the gamaku and walks by using a physical
technique. Because of this, in Ryukyu dance, the posture of a dancer is slightly bent forward, and
the position of the center of gravity is in the front. As for the usage of the gamaku, Yacyama dance
only uses the gamaku vertically, while Ryukyu dance uses the gamaku diagonally. In the female
dance form of Ryukyu dance, this affects the influence of all body usage.

In conclusion, this research clarifies that there are detailed differences between the structure and
body usage of Yaeyama dance and Ryukyu dance. Moreover, the uniqueness of Yaecyama dance
is created from the accumulation of all the small differences in the directional dance movement
chart, the standing pose movement, upper body movements, placement of center of gravity, and

gamaku usage.
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