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A Study of Ryukyuan Bird-and-Flower Painting:
Through the Practice of Reproduction and Creation

Marina NIZOE

This study focuses on Ryukyuan bird-and-flower painting and aims to explore the
possibilities of expression using birds and flowers. To that end, the status and
characteristics of Ryukyuan bird-and-flower painting will be clarified, and the subjects it
treats and its artistic techniques will be compared with the Chinese bird-and-flower
painting that influenced its Ryukyuan counterpart (Chapter 1). The features of this genre
are further examined through the practice of replication of both Ryukyuan and Chinese
bird-and-flower paintings (Chapter 2). Based on such practical studies, the author
analyzes how bird-and-flower painting is associated with the concept of paradise (Chapter
3), and pursues her own production theme, paradise in bird-and-flower paintings (Chapter
4). This dissertation consists of four chapters, each briefly referenced above,
incorporating three themes: Chinese and Ryukyu bird-and-flower paintings, the practice
of painting reproduction, and the expression of paradise found in bird-and-flower
paintings.

Chapter 1 considers the influence of the Chinese bird-and-flower paintings
introduced to Ryukyu, and examines the compositions, colors, and subjects of both such
Chinese and Ryukyuan paintings. It shows that they present many common subjects;
however, research did not reveal which methods and techniques were used in the
Ryukyuan bird-and-flower paintings.

Chapter 2 examines how Chinese painting techniques were incorporated into
Ryukyuan works by replicating such art works as Birds with Flowers in the Snow by
Shousei and A Pair of Pheasants in the Snow by Yin Genryou. The author performed the
restoration replication of those paintings using Kaisiengaden, (A Manual of the Mustard
Seed Garden), the work on painting technique, written in the same period, and she
analyzed those works from three perspectives: compositions, lines, and colors. The study
of reproduced motif characteristics in each reveals clear differences between Chinese and
Ryukyuan paintings in their compositions of motifs as well as the ways the stylized
flowers were painted.

Chapter 3 describes the components of bird-and-flower paintings. The author
considers that category of painting to be “paradise” in the similitude image of utopia. The

motifs used in such paintings are studied from the perspectives of three components, i.e.,



as plants, birds, and rocks. Adopting that analysis, the author considers that bird-and-
flower painting represents a paradise intentionally created by humans.

Chapter 4 examines the representations of paradise by painted flowers and birds.
In order to express “paradise” as the author imagines in her own bird-and-flower paintings,
the definition of paradise is explored by examining paintings from different cultural
spheres, all on the theme of paradise. Then the artistic expression and components of
paradise, represented in the author’s own art works, are explained. Bird-and-flower
painting, classic yet new and evolving, provides subjects to explore and has become
suitable for her own creations.

This study indicates that Ryukyuan bird-and-flower paintings are strongly
influenced by such Chinese works with common subjects and techniques. That genre of
painting represents an ideal space with auspicious representations and has something in
common with the author’s creative theme, paradise. The study concludes that the
techniques discovered in Ryukyuan bird-and-flower painting and the application of
traditional materials enable her to present new bird-and-flower paintings, as an expression

of a paradise on earth.
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