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A Study of Ming Dynasty Longquan Celadon
- Focusing on Materials Excavated in Ryukyu —

by
Keiko Shibata
ABSTRACT

Longquan celadon excavated in Ryukyu is a group of materials rarely found anywhere
else in the world.

The objective of this paper was to create a chronology of Ming Dynasty Longquan
celadon excavated from archaeological sites in Ryukyu to shed light on Tenryuji Seiji in
the history of ceramics in Japan.

"Research History and Issues" in Chapter 1 summarizes the chronological studies of
Chinese ceramics from the 14th to 16th centuries in the history of Japanese archaeology
and fine art, and mentions that the chronology from the mid to late Yuan Dynasty to the
mid Ming Dynasty is a particular challenge.

Chapter 2 to Chapter 5 sets out the chronology of Longquan celadon. "Chronology of
Longquan Celadon Bowls, Plates and Dishes" in Chapter 2, and "A Study of Longquan
Celadon Jars with Lids - Focusing on Excavated Materials -" in Chapter 3 set out a
chronology for vessels with covers called "Shukaiko". "Another Jars with Lids -
Longquan Celadon Bird Motif Jars with Lids -" in Chapter 4 evaluates a piece bearing a
bird motif excavated from the Uegusuku Castle site, and "Chronological Study of
Longquan Celadon Vases Excavated From the Shurijo Castle Site" sets out the
chronology of Longquan celadon vases.

"Characteristics of Ming Dynasty Longquan Celadon" in Chapter 6 brings together the
chronologies discussed in Chapter 2 to Chapter 5 and points out the contradictory trends
of simplicity and crudeness evident at the beginning Ming Dynasty and the
embellishment and diversification in the subsequent first half of that period. The study
suggests that the factor in this was the polarization between pieces with common
characteristics between Eiraku government porcelain and simple, crude items at the
beginning of the Ming Dynasty, and that these grew closer and more unified toward the
middle of the Ming Dynasty, which led to embellishment and diversification. It also
discusses the characteristics of Longquan celadon in the same period when more refined
pieces with three-dimensional sculpted design were produced, which can be regarded as
the finest of Ming Dynasty Longquan celadon.

"Inside and Outside the Ryukyus from the Perspective of Ming Dynasty Longquan

Celadon" in Chapter 7 discusses the characteristics of the ownership of large pieces
within the Ryukyus and the influence on other regions during the late 14th and early
15th centuries, the period to which the celadon unearthed in the Ryukyus belongs.
Thus, this paper focuses on the fundamental chronological research, capturing the
changes in, and characteristics of, Ming Dynasty Longquan celadon and makes some
observations concerning Ryukyu society and the impact on Japan. The study of those
ceramics that cannot be covered at present and the links to celadon ware is an issue for
the future.
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