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The Composer Who Found Conducting Fatal
During Louis XIV’s reign, Jean-Baptiste Lully, 1632-87, rose to become not merely one
of the most celebrated musicians in France but the most powerful composer in the country.
However, he had to face some strange circumstances in his life.

To begin with, he was born in Italy, and thus was not a Frenchman by birth. He moved
to France in 1646, becoming a Frenchman in 1661. Later, there were malicious rumors
which claimed that he had started life in his new country as a kitchen boy in a great lady’s
chateau. That was not true; however, it is true that he was a very skilled dancer. Indeed,
(Othat was how Louis came to admire him, and in 1653 both Lully and the 14-year-old
king danced in the same ballet.

With royal support behind him, and step by step, Lully’s influence over music in
France increased. In 1661 he was appointed a court composer; that meant that he had to
write music for plays, religious ceremonies, and events at the royal palaces. Then in 1673
King Louis asked him to administer the newly founded Royal Academy of Music in Paris;
indeed, he soon came to have complete control over @it. Gradually he was given more
and more power over music performed in the Paris theaters. That power increased so that
by 1674 no opera could be performed anywhere in France without his permission.

Unfortunately, Lully seems to have been jealous of other composers. He was most
reluctant to allow ®them to stage their operas, and generally he only licensed the

performance of @his own. It is not surprising that in 1683 one Paris newspaper
complained that there was only orie new opera a year in the city. Nor is it surprising that
other French composers came to hate him. We read that one of them even asked someone
to poison Lully by mixing arsenic with his tobacco. |

Lully met his death in an astonishing. perhaps even unique. way. As a court composer.
Lully had to write a 7Te Deum for a celebration of Louis’ recovery from a medical operation.
We are told that there were over 150 musicians involved in this magnificent occasion. A
witness wrote that Tully. who was the conductor. struck his foot with the sharp point of
the long pole he used for beating time. The wound soon became worse. not better. and
gangrene developed. The doctors advised him to have his foot amputated. but he refused.
The poison spread and inevitably Lully lost his life.

History records that he was very rich when he died. He left a large amount of money,
and five houses in Paris. Hated by so many people, it is not surprising that he also left a
reputation both for endless greéd and boundless ambition.
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Questions

1. 2 ET#H__Z5WEREAFOHETEIL. TTMEE LE 4, AZXZET
WA L2 &V, (10, 5x2=10, 7, &EF27 &)

%2 B @ that (10)
EIRE @ ft (5)
BARE O them (5)

@ his own (7

2. In which year did Lully change his nationality? Circle the correct year below. (5 )

1632 1646 1653 1661 1673

3. WOEMITEECTE 23V, (13 &)

Why in 1683 did the Paris newspaper report that there was only one new opera a year in
the city?

4. WOBRMIZHEFETEZ 2RIV, (5x3=15 /7)
Find words that describe Lully’s reputation in the text and write three of them in English.

5. TREZSIWEELEREL BAEBICRLAESY, (40 )
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In diesem Jahr feiert man Ludwig van Beethovens 250.Geburtstag. Trotz seiner
Schwerhérigkeit und spétéren Taubheit komponierte er so geniale Musik, dass man
seinen Namen heute auf der ganzen Welt kennt. Er wurde am 16.Dezember 17 701in
Bonn geboren. Sein Vater war Sénger. Von ihm erhielt er auch im Alter von 5 Jahren
seinen ersten Klavierunterricht. Manchmal holte ihn sein Vater mitten in der Nacht
aus dem Bett und zwang ihn zum Klavieritben. Wenn er nicht iiben wollte, bekam
er Priigel.

Beethovens Werke klingen nicht lieblich, sondern eher drohend, da er kaum helle
Klénge verwendet. Beethoven komponierte nur eine einzige Oper. Sie heiBt: Fidelio.
Er war nie verheiratet, lebte jedoch einige Jahre mit seinem Neffen zusammen.
Bereits mit 28 Jahren begann er, schwer zu héren. Mit 49 Jahren war er vollig taub,
Beethoven starb im Alter von 57 Jahren in Wien.
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